Governor Carney’s Statement
on Repeal of Clean Power Plan
WILMINGTON, Del. – Governor John Carney on Tuesday issued the
following statement on the Trump Administration’s repeal of
the Clean Power Plan. The goal of the Clean Power Plan is to
reduce carbon pollution from coal-, oil-, and natural gasburning power plants, and combat the threat of climate change.
“Delawareans up and down our state are already experiencing
the effects of climate change and sea level rise. Delaware is
the lowest-lying U.S. state, and 17,000 homes here are at
permanent risk of inundation. Rising average temperatures and
stronger storms pose risks to our $8 billion agricultural
industry and threaten our natural resources. And unchecked
air pollution presents health risks for all Delawareans.
“The Clean Power Plan set national targets for carbon
emission reductions, but provided flexibility for the states
to determine how best to achieve these targets. We have
worked hard in Delaware to reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions, and partner with other states in addressing
pollution that feeds rapid climate change. This proposed
replacement of the Clean Power Plan will make our efforts to
reduce carbon pollution more difficult, and will remove a
strong incentive for state and federal governments to work
together to clean up our air.
“Put simply, it’s a bad idea to abandon any tool we have to
fight climate change together. Through the U.S. Climate
Alliance, we are already working with states to uphold the
goals of the Paris climate agreement. But today, I join
leaders across our country in calling on the Trump
Administration to abandon this new proposed rule and
reinstate the Clean Power Plan so we can provide the global
leadership necessary to confront this threat.”
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