Governor Carney Announces
Expansion of DE Relief Small
Business Program to $150M

Agreement with New Castle County also
expands rapid workforce development
program

WILMINGTON, Del. — Governor John Carney on Thursday announced
an expansion of Delaware’s DE Relief program, which provides
direct grants to Delaware small businesses, and the Rapid
Workforce Training and Redeployment Initiative, which provides
rapid re-training for Delawareans who have lost jobs or income
due to the COVID-19 crisis.

New Castle County has provided additional funding for both
programs from its allocation of Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act funding. With the expansion,
$150 million is available in direct grant assistance for
Delaware small businesses. The workforce training
program, created by Executive Order #43, is funded with $15
million in CARES Act funding from the State of Delaware and
New Castle County.

“We remain focused on supporting the Delaware small
businesses, workers and families most affected by this
COVID-19 crisis,” said Governor Carney. “0Our continued
partnership with New Castle County will help us get more
support to more Delawareans. That could not be more critical.
This additional funding will help get Delaware small
businesses through this challenging time, and get Delaware
workers trained for jobs currently in demand in our economy.”
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Hundreds of Delaware small businesses and nonprofit
organizations have already been approved for the first round
of DE Relief grants — the largest cumulative grant award ever
made by the State of Delaware to small businesses. A total of
741 applicants will share $25.7 million in funding through the
first round of the program. DE Relief grants are administered
by the Delaware Division of Small Business.

The second funding round opened on October 1.

“Since day one, small businesses have been severely impacted
by the burden of COVID-19,” said New Castle County Executive
Matt Meyer. “I am pleased with Governor Carney’s decision to
increase funding for DE Relief Small Business Program and
proud New Castle County continues to partner with the state to
make vital investments at this critical time. As we continue
to find a way out of this pandemic, I encourage Delawareans to
continue to support local businesses in any way we can.”

Learn more about the DE Relief program and apply for

assistance.

Learn more about Delaware’s Rapid Workforce Training and
Redeployment Initiative.

Learn more about Delaware’s COVID-19 initiatives to support
Delaware families, workers, and businesses.

Individuals who have complaints about individuals violating
public gathering restrictions should contact state or local
law enforcement. Concerns that a business may be violating
operating restrictions should be directed
to: HSPContact@delaware.gov. Questions related to business re-
openings or operations as businesses re-open should go
to COVID19FAQedelaware.gov.

Individuals with questions about COVID-19 should call Delaware
2-1-1, individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing can text
their ZIP code to 898-211, or email info@delaware?ll.orgq.
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Hours of operation are 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Medically
related questions regarding testing, symptoms, and health-
related guidance can be submitted by email
at DPHCall@delaware.gov.

DPH will continue to update the public as more information
becomes available. For the latest on Delaware’s response, @o
to de.gov/coronavirus.
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